


Foreword

 The Forests of Central India are rich  in  biodiversity, be it 
ora or fauna. Pench Tiger Reserve, Maharashtra is situated 
at the heart of India and Pench River divides the same 
vertically. There are various types of habitat, riverine, hilly, 
rocky, grassland, forest, bamboo etc. The area is fast 
becoming a hub of activity, not only for tourists but also for 
all types of denizens two legged, four legged and winged living 
therein. Whereas the conservation efforts have yielded good 
results, addition of adjoining areas to the Pench Tiger 
Reserve has given a further boost to their
population.   

 Since birds are known to create forests their study would provide more insight 
into the conservation efforts and preparation of Conservation plans and indicatiors to 
ecosystem. Hence to add more impetus to the conservation efforts taken up by the 
Forest Department which used to be focused more on herbivores and carnivores it 
was thought to include birds in the conservation efforts.
 Malabar Pied Hornbill is one of the important birds of the Pench Tiger Reserve, 
Maharashtra and not much study has been done on the habitat and breeding of the 
bird. Further the details of the winter migratory birds visiting the area were also 
required to be carried out in order to enable making conservation plans for birds. 
Central India Bird Academy which had done the work of rapid survey of birds in the 
Pench Tiger Reserve, Maharashtra earlier, were given the work of study of 
identication of the breeding sites of Malabar Pied Hornbill and also the study of 
density and diversity of the winter migratory water birds in the area.
 The present report is based on the said study conducted by them in association 
with the frontline ofcers of the department, which also helped capacity building of 
the ofcers. The breeding sites have been identied which is the rst successful effort 
of this kind.
 The report also includes a lot of information on the Malabar Pied Hornbill and 
their hotspots which would help the department in conservation efforts.
 The details of density and diversity of the winter migratory birds thronging 
various water bodies in the Pench Tiger Reserve have been provided in the report 
alongwith hotspots which would also help in management of the said areas. The same 
can also be thought of for creating sites for bird tourism in the area which, in turn 
would help create jobs for the locals as guides etc.
 The report has created a good foundation for detailed scientic study of birds 
for future which would further help in management as well as for research work.
 Central India Bird Academy has done a commendable job, in identifying the 
breeding sites of Malabar Pied Hornbill, (especially during the hot summer season) as 
well as in brining out the details in the behaviour of the said bird. The report on the 
winter migratory water birds would also help the department in taking up conseration 
activities as far as Wetland biodiversity is concerned.

Smt. Sreelakshmi, IFS 
CF and Field Director, 
Pench Tiger Reserve, 

Maharashtra



Message

Pench Tiger Reserve,Maharashtra, is fast becoming a 

paradise for ora and fauna of Central India. It is a unique 

habitat formed due to a combined effect of  Pench river, area 

of it's water divide and Totladoh dam, hills of Satpuda.

Lot of research work on forest management and various 

issues has been done in Pench Tiger reserve, Maharashtra. 

However study of breeding sites Malabar Pied Hornbill, which 

is one of the indicator birds of Pench Forest was required to 

be done. Likewise there was no previous study on winter 

migratory water birds visiting Pench Tiger Reserve, Maharashtra.

The present project report gives an excellent insight into the breeding study of 

Malabar pied Hornbill. This has created a basis for conducting further studies on the 

breeding ecology of the bird. 

Moreover, it is the rst such documentary evidence of the breeding of Malabar pied 

Hornbill in PTR, Maharashtra.

The area under PTR is now comprising of newly acquired /attached forests and in a 

few cases villages have been relocated . This has helped the ora and fauna to ourish 

as the same faced less anthropological pressure 

This project has been executed very efciently by the Central India Bird Academy, 

headed by Dr Anil Pimplapure, a veteran ornithologist and his team of bird experts.

I am sure this project would become a foundation for conducting further studies on 

the birds in Pench Tiger reserve, Maharashtra

Prabhunath Shukla, IFS
Deputy Conservator of Forest

Pench Tiger Reserve Maharashtra 



Front cover page Photo - Shri Pushkar Kulkarni, Malbar Pied Hornbill's Next No. 2

Back cover Page Photo- Shri Anant Hingawe, Brown Wood Owl (Juvenile) 
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During the study period a total number of 36 winter migratory water bird 
Species were sighted in the area covered by Pench Tiger Reserve, Maharashtra.



















Location : 21.625885, 79.2328443 Ambakhori Road











The discussion with front line staff of forest department, Vanmazoor 
& Tourist Guides helped long way to identify nesting sites. 



Ciba teams kept watch from diffrent places simultaneously watching for 
Malabar Pied Hornbill
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CIBA Team taking Measurments of No. 2 Nest Tree



CIBA Team taking Measurments of No. 2 Nest Tree























Pakhad (Ficus infectoria),



Putranjeeva (Putranjeeva roxburghii)



Banyan (Ficus benghalensis)







Central India Bird Academy, Q-12, Siddhi Vinayak Apartments, 

Near Jain Mandir, Laxmi Nagar, Nagpur- 440022


